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FROM HOME TO MARANATHA
Guide Book to Understanding the Process
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WELCOME

Maranatha Christian Academy has been providing quality Christ-
centered education for more than 35 years. As an international
student you will be warmly welcomed to our school where you can
expect to receive a rigorous academic program that prepares you for
university or college. Maranatha has a solid reputation for academic
excellence.
We are committed to the provision of an enriched and challenging
program for every student. Students are expected to enter the school
with a learning readiness. They are required to actively participate in
the classroom, working diligently on assignments, asking for help
when necessary, and showing respect for one another and God in all
situations.
Please contact our Admissions office for guidance on applying to
Maranatha. Fill out the form below or email directly to
info@maranathachristian.ca.
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THE PROCESS

If you wish to study at Maranatha, please
contact us to discuss the eligibility
requirements. When you are ready to
apply, we will send you an application
package.

Before you embark on an application to
study in Canada, it’s important to do your
research first. The process to obtain the
correct permissions can be lengthy,
expensive and complex.

In short, there are two processes in this
order:
• apply to Maranatha for admission; and
• once accepted, apply to the

Government of Canada for a Study
Permit.

As you research both processes, watch for
any deadlines. For example, if the
Government of Canada has issued a May

15 deadline to approve Study Permits for
the following school year, it’s
recommended you begin the process with
Maranatha at least one month prior to
that.

Once we have all the appropriate
documents, we can generally determine if
the student meets the eligibility
requirements within one week but require
a deposit before we can issue an
acceptance letter. If there are no delays in
receiving the appropriate documents,
application fee and deposit, the whole
process should take appropriately 2 - 3
weeks.

Delaying any part of the application
process will slow down the process of
acceptance (for example, providing
incomplete documents). Failure to
complete the requirements for the
Government of Canada is even more
serious – it will result in a denial of the
Study Permit.

info@maranathachristian.ca
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When you apply to
Maranatha, you must
submit all the
necessary
documentation and
the application fee to
process the
documents. It is a
rigorous process,
because Maranatha
needs to ensure you
have met all the
criteria needed to
receive a Letter of
Acceptance.
International
students cannot
apply for a Study
Permit without a
Letter of Acceptance. STEP 1: APPLICATION

MCA Application Check List

Completed application

Non-refundable $500
application fee

Academic report cards and
transcripts translated into
English

Signed pastoral reference
form

Signed tuition agreement

Signed memorandum of
understanding

Signed Statement of
Beliefs

Photocopy of passport
including the photo

Immunization records

Homestay application

MCA’S APPLICATION PROCESS
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MCA APPLICATION

Application Fee - $500

Academic report cards (+ grading scale & high school schedule)

We accept wire transfers from abroad. Most banks and other financial institutions charge fees
both to the sender and to the recipient. Applicants will be expected to cover all service fees, so
they should find out how much money will be deducted from the wire transfer and add that
amount to the total being transferred.
For example: If you pay $35 CAD to send Maranatha $500 CAD but do not account for the
service fee charged to our school, Maranatha may only receive $465 CAD. But Maranatha
requires $500 CAD for the application fee.

Achieving an Ontario Diploma
For Maranatha to grant an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) – a valuable
document that will open post-secondary doors around the world – we need to prove
that a student has completed the appropriate number of credits (which are
determined by hours of study and a successful completion of the course). We
require the appropriate information in order to work out which subjects taken
abroad are equivalent to Ontario subjects. We will give you the course equivalencies
at this point in the process, so there is a clear understanding of what grade the
student will be entering and what courses already taken can be credited toward the
OSSD. This document will become part of your official Ontario Student Record upon
a successful application to MCA and to the Government of Canada for a Study
Permit AND if you commence studies at Maranatha Christian Academy.

Grading scale

Comparisons*

Did you know?

Under 59% in China =

F9/9.0 in West Africa =

Under 39% in Nigeria =

Under 49.99% in Ontario =

Fail

*This is why we need to see
the grading scale your school
uses.

We require copies of the last two academic final reports and a high school transcript translated
into English. If applying for Grade 12, we need report cards for Grade 9, 10 and 11. The
documents must also indicate a grading scale. In addition, the applicant should provide a
timetable/class schedule for each year of high school already completed.
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Signed Pastoral Reference Form

Immunization Records

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)
Requirements

30 credits (110 hours)

18 compulsory credits
12 elective credits
40 hrs. community service
Ontario Secondary School Literacy
Test (taken in Grade 10)
Grade 10 Careers Job Shadowing
Placement

MCA APPLICATION

You will be asked to have your pastor sign a pastoral reference form. We will contact the
pastoral reference, so please make this individual aware to expect a phone call and/or an
email.

Students in Canadian schools are required to have certain vaccines. Failure to provide proof of
immunizations can result in suspension from school until the proof has been provided or until
the student is immunized. You must produce your immunization records for your application.
More information can be found on the Windsor Essex County Health Unit website.
*COVID-19 vaccination is not mandatory at this time, but the government restricts the
activities of unvaccinated people. COVID-19 vaccination status also affects quarantine
requirements. See Government of Canada website for the latest information.

https://www.wechu.org/your-health/immunization/immunization-requirements-school

Immunizations required for children to attend school in Ontario*:

� Diphtheria
� Pertussis
� Tetanus
� Polio
� Measles
� Mumps
� Rubella
� Meningococcal Disease
� Varicella (chickenpox)

- proof of this vaccine is required for children born in 2010 or
later.

*If you are unsure of whether your child has received these vaccinations, ask your healthcare provider.
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Homestay application

All students need to reside in a Christian home. For international students who come to
Canada without their parents, they must apply for a Christian Homestay.
If the student’s parents/guardians have already arranged a Homestay, the host family will need
to fill out an MCA Host Family application. (If you are requesting that MCA provide a
Homestay, any prospective host family we arrange would also need to fill out a Host Family
application.) Whether it is an MCA-arranged Homestay or a Homestay arranged by the
student’s family, all adults in the home over the age of 18 will need to submit to a Vulnerable
Sector Police Check. Once the Host Family has received their police checks from the police,
the original needs to be submitted to MCA. If a Host Family fails the Vulnerable Sector Check,
they cannot be a Host Family for MCA. Homestay homes will be inspected to ensure the
international student has their own bedroom with proper doors and windows, and access to a
bathroom. The Homestay process does not need to be completed to move on to Step 2.

STEP 2: INTERVIEWS

We will arrange a video call
between representatives of
Maranatha and the applicant’s
family, including the parents and
the student. This will be a
chance for us to get to know you
and for you to ask any further
questions about MCA.

MCA APPLICATION
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STEP 3: DEPOSIT

STEP 4: LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE

STEP 5: STUDY PERMIT

Once MCA has reviewed the documentation, we will notify you of conditional acceptance. At
that point, we require a deposit of $5,000 to secure your spot. Just as with the application fee,
please submit through wire transfer and account for the service fees charged both to you and
to MCA.

MCA APPLICATION

NEXT STEPS

S

The official Letter of Acceptance is issued by email once the deposit is received. This is needed
to begin your application for a Study Permit.

As suggested earlier, you need to do your
research. It’s recommended that you explore
this process ahead of time to understand the
steps required and the time it will take.
Once approved, we will need a copy of the
Study Permit to be emailed to us.
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NEXT STEPS

Top 6 things you need to know about Study Permits:

1We cannot help you with the application for a Study Permit. Some
families use the services of a lawyer, immigration consultant or agent
while other families go through the process on their own.

2It takes a couple of weeks to fulfill all the requirements, as you will
need to make appointments for such things as obtaining certain legal
documents, (potentially) submitting to biometrics and getting a medical

exam (i.e., the required medical exam must be performed by a doctor on an
approved list).

3The government has many requirements, but the key factors are
whether you have been accepted to study at a Canadian school on the
Designated Learning Institution list (Maranatha is on the list), have a

valid passport and whether you can prove that you can financially support
yourself (and any family members that come with you) during your stay in
Canada.

4There is a difference between a Student Visa and a Study Permit. Once
you have been approved to study in Canada (Study Permit), the
government will also issue a visa.

5Custodianship. The Government of Canada requires that parents or
legal guardians prove their child will have the care and support they
need during their stay in Canada. Minor children under the age of 17

must either come with their parent or legal guardian or have a custodian in
Canada. A custodian is a responsible adult, who is a Canadian citizen or a
permanent resident, who will take care of and support the minor child.
Under certain circumstances, Maranatha’s International Student
Coordinator can act as the custodian for a student.

6You want to avoid being denied. It is possible to appeal, but it is a long
process with an uncertain outcome. Rejected applicants would be well-
advised to seek outside help if they decide on this route. Another

option is to reapply and ensure all the paperwork is in order. Rejected
applicants have reported that this is more successful.
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NEXT STEPS

STEP 6: INSURANCE
Prior to travelling, you will need travel insurance and study insurance. Students are welcome to
purchase study insurance privately and supply MCA with proof of insurance. Maranatha also
offers study insurance through our provider at a cost of about $50/month to the student. This
will be paid when tuition is due. Note: the provider charges the monthly fee even for partial
months.

STEP 7: START PACKING

Reading through our documents,
including suggested items to travel with.
You should also ensure you have all
paperwork ready for travel. You should
scan all documents ahead of time and
ensure you and MCA both have copies
somewhere safe.

Finally, practice your English.
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NEXT STEPS

STEP 8: TRAVEL

STEP 9: TUITION

STEP 10: SETTLE IN

Tuition is due prior to the beginning of classes. International students may wish to pay fees in
full prior to applying for a Study Permit. It is one step in showing the government that you can
afford to study in Canada (there are other requirements in this regard as well.) The official letter
of acceptance from Maranatha always indicates how much money a family has paid the school
so far. If the study permit is rejected, MCA will refund the tuition fees with proof of denial of
study permit. The application fee is not refunded.

Now that you have arrived in Canada and are
settled in at your Homestay, there are some
final steps you need to follow. Ensure you
attend Orientation Day prior to the beginning
of the school year, and ensure that you have
a schedule of your classes and know where
to go on the first day. You will also have the
opportunity to meet with our Principal and
our International Student Coordinator.

Make travel arrangements and communicate
with us so we know when to expect you.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, you will
also need a self-isolation plan.* We have a
separate COVID-19 International Travel
Guide, including forms that must be filled
out, to help you through this process. It will
be necessary to complete the paperwork
prior to travelling as the Canadian border
agents will require proof of a self-isolation
plan. When travelling to Canada, bring the original documents of everything that is required.
Also, we will require a copy of your Student Visa, which you will receive at the airport from a
Canadian border agent.

*According to the Government of Canada: “Even if you qualify as a fully vaccinated traveller,
you must have a 14-day quarantine plan in place before arriving in Canada. The border
services officers will make the final decision about whether you qualify as a fully-vaccinated
traveller.”
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GOVERNMENT OF CANADA RESOURCES

Studying in Canada as a minor
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-
canada/study-permit/prepare/minor-children.html

Study in Canada as an international student
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-
canada.html

Study permit: About the process
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-
canada/study-permit.html

Who is fully vaccinated?
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-
entering-canada#determine-fully


